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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT'S JAN 26 STATEMENT ON MIDDLE EAST 

REF: STATE 19613 

1 . 1 DELIVERED COPY DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT ON MIDDLE 
EAST AND MADE POINTS AS INSTRUCTED REFTEL TO ABERKANE, 
CHIEF NORTH AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN DIVISION OF FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, ON JAN 28. 

2. ATMOSPHERE BECAME GLACIAL WHEN I BEGAN PRESENTA- 
TION, BUT HE GRIMLY HEARD ME OUT TO END. HIS ONLY 
RESPONSE WAS A SNARLED "YOU JUST DO NOT WANT THE 
PALESTINIANS INVOLVED". I REITERATED FAMILIAR 
ARGUMENTS STRESSING LAST SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH ONE REFTEL, 
BUT I WAS SPEAKING TO STONE WALL. 

3. ABERKANE DID SAY HE WOULD BRING STATEMENT TO ATTEN- 
TION HIGHEST LEVELS. RECEPTION THERE, IF THEY CAN 
FOCUS ON IT DURING CURRENT CONCENTRATION ON SAHARA 
DISPUTE, LIKELY TO BE AS WARM AS ABERKANE'S WAS.LYNE 
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